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Aims
• To explain the process involved in developing the skill 

of reading. 

• To explain how we teach reading at St. Thomas’.

• To explain the formal reading assessments the 

children undertake in KS1.

• To provide strategies/suggestions for how to support 

your children with their reading at home.

• To answer any questions you may have.



Reading Components
What are the skills needed to be a 

‘good reader’?



Reading Components

• Word reading
- Being able to know what words say

• Comprehension
- Understanding what they have read.



Word Reading

• From Reception to Year Two, children are taught how to read and spell 
decodable words with a strategy of reading called Phonics.

• We follow the Letters and Sounds programme, published by the Department 
for Education.

• Alongside Phonics, children also learn Common Exception Words (CEWs), 
words that are learnt by sight.

+



What does phonics look like at St Thomas’?
• Children have 20-minute daily phonics sessions in Year One and 
Reception.

• Children are taught to read by breaking down words into separate 
sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to blend the words 
together to read the whole word.

s p e ll i ng



Reception Year One and early Year Two



Phase 3
moon

star

pure
hear

stairs

turnip

Digraphs

Trigraphs

I can hear an owl hoot at night.



Phase 5

play rain 
Alternative spellings

Split digraphs

leaf     tree

ape cape



Phonics Screening Check
• Year 1 children throughout England take the statutory phonics screening check in 

a DfE designated week every June.

• The focus of the screening is to assess your child’s decoding and blending abilities 
to further support them into Year 2 and beyond.

• Your child will read 40 real and non-real words with their teacher outside the 
classroom.



How do we decode and blend?





Try out your phonics !

It is tiem too gow hoam sed
the katorpilla. But iy doat
wont 2 gow howm sed th
butt or flie. Iy wot to stai

heyr.



Using phonics at home …

Remember: Phonics is not the only thing needed to become a fluent reader and writer. 



Reading Comprehension



Vocabulary
Do they understand the meaning of the 

words they have read? 

demanding

shrub clambered

generous

veils

ancient

precious

jolted



Vocabulary
What does the word ____ mean in this sentence? 

Can you find a word which means the same as_______? 

What does this word or phrase tell you about_____? 

Can you think of any other word the author may have used 

instead of_______? 



Infer
Can they work out what is happening in the text even 

if it doesn’t explicitly tell them?



Infer
How do you think ___________ is feeling? How do you 

know?

Why did ___________ happen?

Why did _______ behave in that way?



Predict
Can they make sensible guesses about what will happen 

in a text?



Predict
Look at the front cover/the blurb. What do you think 

this book will be about? 

What do you think will happen next? What makes you 

think this? 

How do you think the story will end?



Explain
Can they explain their preferences, thoughts and 

feelings about the text?

Do you like this text? What do you like about it?

Who is your favourite character? Why?

Would you like to live in this setting? Why? Why not? 



Retrieve
Can they find the answer in the text?

What kind of text is this? 

Who did _____? 

Where is _______? 

When did ___________? 



Sequence
Can they order the events?

Can you number these events in the order they happened?  

What happened after_______? 

What was the first thing that happened in the story? 



Key Stage 1 Reading Assessments

• Year 1 Phonics Screening Checks take place in June to assess children’s 

phonic knowledge.

• Year 2 teacher assessments are made of all children’s achievements in     

Reading.

• Year 2 SATs take place in May. Two Reading tests. The outcomes of these 

provide evidence to inform teacher assessments.

• Teacher assessments will judge whether children are: 

- ‘working below the expected standard’ or ‘pre-key stage foundations’

- ‘working towards the expected standard’

- ‘working at the expected standard’

- ‘working at greater depth within the expected standard’. 



How to help your child with reading at home

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child 

is equally as important as listening to your child read!

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but 

for long periods of time.

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards.

• Encourage your child to form and explain their own 

opinions. 

• Visit the library as often as possible. 



How to support your child’s learning
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is 

nothing to worry about and that they should always just try their best. 

• Praise and encourage! 



Thank-you for attending.

Any questions?


